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“My sights were right on the target!” In my 25 or so years of shooting I have 
no idea how many times I’ve heard that statement. 

There is only one shooting “funda-
mental” that really matters, in my 
opinion, and that is trigger control. 

Trigger control is why a shooter can see 
perfect sight alignment and sight picture 
and miss the target. 

The goal is to hit the target with a bul-
let fired from our gun. Pistol, rifle, shotgun, 

squirt gun it doesn’t really matter what. In 
many applications we not only want to hit 
our target, but hit it quickly. 

If I were leaning against a post, holding 
my breath, with the gun upside down, one-
handed I could hit any reasonable target. 
Therefore, I don’t consider stance, breathing 
or grip to be a fundamental. Those are not 

fundamental to achieving our goal. If your 
sights are not on the target you will miss. 
If your sights are on the target but you 
jerk the heck out of the trigger you will 
miss. So, my redneck inverse science says 
if your sights are on the target when the 
gun fires you will hit the target, every time, 
with monotonous regularity. continued next page
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Notice I didn’t say, “sights on the target” 
when you pull the trigger. It is when the gun 
fires that matters and there is a difference 
between those two points in time. I actually 
define the fundamentals of marksmanship as: 
Sight Picture and Trigger Control. 

Trigger control is far more important than 
sight picture and also the most difficult as-
pect of pistol shooting. I may look smart as 
an instructor immediately identifying faults 
and making corrections to assist a shooter, 
but it is because I see the same thing every 
day. Aiming isn’t hard. I have different ways I 
use the sights depending on target size and 
distance to be able to aim faster, but most 
people know how to aim. I often say you 
could take an alien and they could probably 
figure out the pointy thing in the front goes 
between the notchy thing in back. In fact, 
one of the common faults I see is over aim-
ing. The most likely scenario in shooting and 
missing is lining up the sights (often for way 
too long) then “deciding” to shoot and mov-
ing the sights during the trigger pull. 

As we’re talking about trigger control, 
we’re going to assume your sights are on the 
target and aiming is not the issue. My full race 
open gun weighs three pounds three ounces 
with a trigger pull weight of about a pound 
and half and about a tenth of an inch trav-
el required to fire the gun. My G17 weighs 

one pound seven ounces with a trigger pull 
of three and a half pounds with about four 
tenths of an inch travel required to fire. With 
the goal being to fire the gun without moving 
it off target, clearly it is much easier to do so 
with a heavy gun/light trigger vs. the oppo-
site. Though the techniques are the same, I’m 
talking mainly about production/defensive 
style firearms now. 

Regardless of the type of pistol there are 
three basic parts to the trigger pull:

1. Pre Travel: this is the beginning por-
tion of the pull; often moving safeties, 
firing pin blocks, etc. 

2. The Break: When you feel the trigger 
“heavy up” you are now engaging the 
sear. Some call this the “Wall”. The dis-
tance the trigger moves from the wall 
until the gun fires, I call the break. 

3. Over Travel: this is the distance the 
trigger moves to the rear after the 
hammer or striker has been released. 
This is not pertinent to my techniques. 

There are two techniques I use to manipulate 
the trigger based on target difficulty:

1. Power Through: 
In the power through technique you are 
powering through all the parts of the trigger. 

CONTENTS
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FIGURE 1: Finger 
extended a bit past the 
full reset of the trigger 
for demonstration.
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Once you begin the trigger pull you continue 
to apply a smooth application of pressure un-
til the gun fires. You don’t allow the wall to 
slow or affect the speed of your finger. The 
way I describe it in class is to imagine a 5,000 
pound hydraulic press moving downwards 
toward an empty soda can. The speed of the 
press would not be affected by the can, it 
would “power through” that resistance. The 
speed at which you pull the trigger using the 
Power Through technique is not relevant. It is 
always a smooth application of pressure until 
the gun fires. Your increasing skill will allow 
you to move more quickly through the pull, 
but never yank, jerk, slap, etc. Smoothly ap-
ply pressure. 

2. The Prep: 
In the Prep technique you are preparing the 
trigger to fire. In this technique you want to 
take up the pre travel or slack until you reach 
the wall or ideally just slightly past it, then 
stop the movement of your trigger finger. This 
technique is a more accurate technique and 
if you are using it, it is likely a more difficult 
target which requires more sight focus. This 
is the time you use to refine the sight picture. 
Once the sights are acceptable, you then re-
sume the trigger pull, but it is still a smooth 
application of pressure from here. Still not a 
yank, jerk or slap. If you have a four-pound 

trigger for example, the goal of the prep is 
to not only take out the slack but also a little 
sear weight. We’d like to get that four pound 
trigger down to a pound and a half or two 
pounds. Now we have a pretty nice trigger 
to work with. 

Trigger manipulation is not a speed driven 
event. It is a technique driven event. One of 
my pet peeves is advice to a struggling shoot-
er to “slow down”. Speed is not their issue. 
They don’t know how to pull the trigger cor-
rectly. That is the issue. I can correctly pull 
the trigger quickly or slowly. I can also pull it 
incorrectly quickly or slowly. 

There are two primary faults in trigger 
manipulation which both normally stem 
from the same issue: “Making” the gun go off. 
Pushing for a right handed shooter results in 
impacts left of target. Anticipating results in 
impacts below target. Do any of you righties 
hit low left? You suffer from both. 

Pushing results from incorrect travel of 
the trigger finger. Your middle knuckle of the 
trigger finger, the Proximal Interphalangeal 
Joint (PIP), must travel outwards away from 
the gun during the trigger travel especially at 
the last tenth of travel. I call it the knuckle 
out technique. If you lay an empty gun side-
ways on a table with strong hand grip and the 
tip of your trigger finger through the trigger 

guard touching the table, then pull the trigger 
with the tip of your finger dragging along the 
table. Your finger has to be going straight to 
the rear as it’s riding along the table, correct? 
If you then observe your middle knuckle 
(PIP) you will see it’s going up in this case. If 
you were holding the gun vertical on target 
it would be going out, away from the gun. It 
is anatomically impossible to pull your trig-
ger finger straight to the rear if that knuck-
le isn’t going out. Many say you should just 
hinge at that knuckle. They are wrong. That is 
precisely what pushes the gun left. It is very 
easy to test both techniques in dry fire and 
see for yourself. If you are firing at a snail’s 
pace it doesn’t really matter, but if you want 
any speed in your trigger that knuckle has to 
come out. 

Anticipation is simply “making” the gun go 
off. We know there is about to be an explo-
sion three feet in front of our face and worse, 
we are the ones causing that explosion. At the 
most critical point, just a few hundredths of 
an inch prior to the striker falling we flinch or 
push the gun down in an attempt to fight the 
coming recoil thus pushing the gun down off 
target. The last thing you saw was an amazing 
sight picture, but you couldn’t fight through 
the last tenth of trigger control and decided 
to “make” the gun go which results in push-
ing the gun down. But you didn’t see it—

FIGURE 2: Finger 
retracted to the 
overtravel point. Notice 
the height gain in the  
second knuckle. Finger is 
traveling straight as it’s 
dragging along the table.
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TRIGGER CONTROL

sights were good when you decided to fire, 
but not when the gun actually fired.

I think of three divisions of labor in the 
firing process. Your eyes pick a spot on the 
target, your left hand (for a righty) drives the 
gun to that spot, your trigger finger pulls the 
trigger (correctly). The trigger pulling guy is 
the grunt or factory worker. Put the cog in 
the wheel, put the cog in the wheel. His only 
job in life is to pull the trigger correctly re-
gardless of the technique (Power Through or 
Prep). He doesn’t even know that is going to 
fire the gun—that’s not his department. He’s 
just trying to do his job to the best of his abili-
ties. I never think, “shoot the gun, hit the tar-
get, etc.” I only focus on pulling the trigger 
correctly. 

One drill I call the Quarter Pound Drill. Use 
an 8-inch plate at 12-15 yards. Start aimed at 
the target, focus on the front sight or dot, fin-
ger on the trigger and trigger prepped (at the 
wall). Then my goal is to put a quarter pound 
of pressure on the trigger without firing the 
gun. Trying to feel the sear movement. Then 
another quarter pound, then another, then an-
other. Eventually the gun will fire, but that is 
not the goal. We’re trying to move the trigger 
for the sake of moving the trigger, not fire the 

gun. You will never miss with this drill when 
done correctly. Basically that’s how I always 
pull the trigger, just at a much faster pace; 
working the trigger as correctly and quickly 
as possible for the sake of working the trigger. 
Of course, consciously, we know that is going 
to fire the gun, but that is not what I focus on.

In both of my trigger control techniques, 
after the shot breaks, my finger physically 
breaks contact with the trigger ready to begin 
the next trigger pull whatever the upcoming 
technique needed may be. Breaking contact 
is not necessary, but you need to let the trig-
ger reset as fast as possible and re prep it or 
be ready to power through when the sights 
are back on target. 

Pinning the trigger: holding the trigger 
to the rear with a controlled release to the 
reset is the worst technique on the planet. 
I would like to go back in time to find the 
guy that introduced this technique and infest 
his taint with the fleas of a thousand camels. 
It could also be a carry over from precision 
rifle shooters. Regardless, it is horrible, just 
don’t do it. Get the damn trigger reset and 
be ready to shoot again. That can be easily ac-
complished during the recoil process.

A drill I run Pinners through is simple. Use 

2x 8-inch targets at 15 yards. Draw and shoot 
the first target, aim at the next plate but don’t 
shoot until the next buzzer (which I delay for 
a few seconds). That student is fully aimed at 
the second target with the trigger pinned to 
the rear. Now on the second buzz they have 
to begin their controlled release to the click 
and then usually push or anticipate because 
they feel behind the power curve as they’ve 
been aimed for a long time. Whereas my stu-
dent who has already reset and prepped the 
trigger with only a couple pounds (tops) to 
go. On the second buzz they just have to ease 
through the break for the shot. I know the top 
20 shooters on the face of the earth and none 
of them pin the trigger. Please don’t do it.   3

BIO
Shannon Smith is a National Champion 
across multiple handgun disciplines, mem-
ber of the U.S. National Team, and a full 
time instructor/part owner of Universal 
Shooting Academy (www.UniversalShoot-
ingAcademy. com) in central Florida. He is 
also a veteran of the US Army’s 2nd Rang-
er Battalion. You may reach him through 
ShannonSmithShooting on the web, FB, 
YouTube and IG.

AQUA POD KIT
One of the single most limiting 
factors for human beings is the 
need for water. If you are serious 
about being prepared for con-
tingencies, you will maintain the 
ability to acquire drinking water 
both on the move and when stat-
ic. Water purification, desalination, 
rain water collection and having 
your own well are all great capa-
bilities, but water storage is an 
important second step and when 
you are staying in place, Aqua Pod 
Kits can be used to hold over 65 
gallons of water in standard bath 
tubs. www.Aquapodkit.com

GEARREVIEW

http://www.aquapodkit.com
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In December of 1978, EDS Corporation Iran, a subsidiary of EDS Global was 
working on building a modern welfare state for the Shah of Iran. 

The project was progressing on sched-
ule as they issued social security 
numbers to everyone in the country 

and computerized the new governmental sys-

tems. However, unrest started to grow as ten-
sions mounted between the Shah’s repressive 
government and the revolutionary Islamic 
movement. 

Problems began for EDS when they 
stopped receiving payments for their servic-
es. EDS decided to cut off their services for 
the project and things took an ominous turn. 
An Iranian employee of EDS told her Ameri-
can managers that the Iranian police were 
asking her to turn over the passports of some 
of the Americans working on the project. The 
police claimed the Americans were witnesses 
in an investigation and they needed to inter-
view them for routine questioning. 

The embassy advised Paul Chiapparone 
and Bill Gaylord that they should submit to 
the interview at the Iranian investigator’s of-
fi ce without legal representation or embassy 
representatives present. They were also told 
that the embassy would be obliged to inform 

the Iranian government if the men tried to 
leave the country.

Gaylord and Chiapparone presented them-
selves at the offi ce of police Inspector Dad-
gar, bringing only an interpreter from the 
EDS corporate offi ce with them. The inter-
view quickly turned into a hostile interroga-
tion and resulted in both men being arrested 
without charges. They were transported to a 
temporary detention facility and held with 
bail set at $12,750,000.

The owner of EDS, H. Ross Perot, was on 
the other side of the world and headed back 
to EDS headquarters in Dallas, Texas to get to 
work on getting his guys released. Perot had 
been the head of a campaign to improve 
treatment of American POWs in 1969, by the 
North Vietnamese and through his efforts he 
had established many good relationships in 
the military and State Department.

All of the diplomatic efforts made by Pe-

EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY

BY KEN FOLLETT SUMMARY BY JOHN STEVENSON

ON WINGS 
OF EAGLES

THE CIVIL UNREST 
WORSENS IN IRAN, 
DECEMBER 1978.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

rot came to nothing because of an assump-
tion by State Department officials that the 
EDS businessmen had, in fact, violated the 
law in some way. There was also an ongoing 
power struggle within the Carter Administra-
tion as to how Iran should be handled. Finally, 
the weakness of the Shah and the rise of the 
Islamic revolutionaries within Iran caused 
the EDS troubles to seem less pressing when 
viewed alongside the need to evacuate the 
ten thousand other Americans from Iran. 

Perot called former Special Forces Colonel 
Arthur “Bull” Simons. Simons agreed to help 
without hesitation. Perot interviewed seven 
men from his company who he thought 
would be good fits for the mission and all 
seven agreed to help. 

Chiapparone and Gaylord had been in-
structed to pass along any information about 
their holding facility that could prove useful, 
but just as Simons and his team were ready to 
stage their breakout, the two EDS men were 
moved to a fortress-like prison in another 
part of Tehran.

Perot went to Tehran to meet with his 
imprisoned men and to provide anything 
that Simons and the rescue team might need. 
Simons had studied revolutions throughout 
history and knew that it was common that at 
some point the people overtook the prisons 
and set the captives free. The revolution in 
Iran was imminent and since the prison was 
a fortress and they could not expect military 
help from the U.S. government, they would 
wait for the Iranians to breach the prison for 

them, then they would extract Chiapparone 
and Gaylord. 

Simons decided that driving northwest 
out of Tehran to the Turkish border would 
be the only option that made sense. Next, He 
worked on the logistics, having EDS person-
nel buy two Range Rovers, fuel and supplies 
for the journey. Finally, Simons, some of the 
rescue team and two trusted Iranian EDS em-
ployees serving as drivers set out to recon-
noiter the route to the Turkish border.

Other EDS men from the rescue team 
worked out the logistics on the Turkish side 
of the border. Through a contact in Istan-
bul they were able to find a member of the 
Turkish intelligence service who, for a price, 
would escort them to the Iranian border and 
bring Gaylord and Chiapparone and the rest 
of the rescue team across and back to Istan-
bul.

Simons’ recon of the route to the border 
was a success. On Feb. 1, the Ayatollah Kho-
meini returned from his exile in France. With-
in eight days he had destroyed the remains 
of the government and the revolution began 
in earnest. 

Chiapparone and Gaylord watched this 
unfold from inside of the Gasr prison. As the 
shooting in the streets intensified, the prison 
guards began to melt away until the prison 
was abandoned to the inmates.

 Since the prison gates remained locked, 
the prisoners had to scale a 12-foot wall to get 
out. One prisoner was able to get to the top 
of the wall and began helping others to climb 

to the top as someone on the ground gave 
them a boost. The combination of pushing 
and pulling enabled the prisoners to get up 
and over the prison wall. Both Chiapparone 
and Gaylord got in line and made it out.

The two EDS men had a stash of cash that 
had been brought to them by friends from 
work during visits. They decided to pay a 
driver that they flagged down for a ride to 
the Hyatt hotel where they knew that most 
of the EDS staff were staying while in Tehran.

Chiapparone and Gaylord made it safely 
to the Hyatt where they were reunited with 
their coworkers who were shocked by their 
sudden reappearance. They got some hot 
food and showers before Simons and the res-
cue team showed up, then departed together 
for one of the safe houses that Simons had 
established.

Perot had one of his men working on 
finding and renting an airliner, pilots and 
extra crew to be staged in Turkey to fly the 
team home after they reached Istanbul. EDS 
proved, once again, to be up to the chal-
lenge. Perot went with the plane and crew to 
await his men in Turkey.

Back in Tehran, Inspector Dadgar and his 
men had made inquiries at the EDS office, 
asking the Iranian employees if they knew 
where the men were. The EDS executive 
team had gone through the passports of EDS 
employees to find ones that had pictures sim-
ilar to Chiapparone and Gaylord. They found 
a couple that were close enough that they 
might work and got them to Simons. 

QASR PRISON.

W
IKIPEDIA
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Chiapparone and Gaylord set to work 
memorizing the information on the pass-
ports while the rest of the team finished at-
tending to last minute details. They hid cash 
in weighted Ziploc bags in the bottom of fuel 
cans and gathered food from the safe house 
kitchen as well as blankets, flashlights, can 
openers and water.

Only one Iranian driver could be located so 
Chiapparone drove the follow vehicle. Chiap-
parone was chosen because he had a beard 
and dark enough skin to pass as an Iranian if 
he didn’t speak. 

While the team were on their way to the 
Turkish border, the second element was 
traveling through Turkey to arrange their 
co-worker’s crossing. They had to find a cab 
driver who would drive them 500 miles from 
Istanbul, through the mountains and to the 
town of Van. From Van, they would have to 
secure more help in the form of two cousins 
of the Turkish agent who was guiding them. 
The mountainous tribal area between Turkey 
and Iran was not really controlled by any gov-
ernment beyond the tribes and they were 
known to be treacherous.

The team was detained at a roadblock in 
Mahabad and sent into town to be put on trial 
by the local leader. He was an Islamic commu-
nist who had recently been freed from prison 
and Mahabad was his domain. The trial last-
ed an evening and the revolutionaries were 
suspicious of a bunch of Americans driving 
through the countryside of Iran. Simons had 

instructed them all to get rid of anything 
showing that they worked for EDS. They had 
created a cover story that was similar to the 
truth. They claimed that they were business-
men trying to get back to America, driving 
since the airport was closed in Tehran.

Their story was verified as far as could 
be while they were detained overnight. The 
team was taken to one of the Shah’s palaces 
to spend the night. They slept in a barracks 
while their guards slept in the Shah’s royal 
suite and splashed around in the huge 
bathtub.

The next morning, they were cleared to 
continue their journey. They had been pro-
vided a note from the Mullah at Mahabad to 
the mullah in charge of Rezaiyeh. Upon ar-
rival in Rezaiyeh, they were detained again. 
While they waited and the guards from the 
two towns argued, their EDS interpreter took 
the initiative and went to see the leader of 
the revolutionary committee in town. The 
leader decided that he needed to verify their 
story with his people in Tehran, so they were 
detained overnight.

The following day, Rashid the EDS inter-
preter was able to talk the deputy of the revo-
lutionary committee into creating an official 
pass for the team that would allow them to 
drive to the Iranian town of Sero where they 
would cross into Turkey. While the deputy 
was working on the pass, Rashid drove up 
to Sero on his own to meet the village chief 
in order to smooth their eventual passage 
through his territory and into Turkey. 

When Rashid arrived at the border station 
in Sero, he happened to see Ralph Boulware, 
whom he recognized as part of the other ele-
ment of the rescue team, as he arrived at the 
Turkish border station to work out his side 
of the border crossing plan. Communication 
had been intermittent between the EDS peo-
ple. Phone lines were jammed and almost im-
possible to get in Iran due to the revolution. 

Rashid was able to shout across the no 
man’s land between the borders the details 
of their current situation. They were 40 miles 
from the border and they’d probably cross in 
the next day or two. The other team element 
now knew that they would need to have a 
bus arranged on the Turkish side very soon.

Rashid returned to Rezaiyeh to pick up the 
rest of the team who had been given passes 
to get to the border. They were stopped at an-
other checkpoint where they were all ques-
tioned closely. They were taken before anoth-
er revolutionary committee to be examined 

by another communist mullah. Fortunately, 
the letter that Rashid had secured allowed 
them to be cleared with a phone call back to 
Rezaiyeh and after tea, they were released to 
continue on their way to the border.

They reached the border station, but there 
was a large chain across the road and none 
of the guards had a key to unlock it. Simons 
decided to have Rashid offer the guards 
money in order to “watch” their two Range 
Rovers. While this conversation was going on, 
Simons and the other Americans started walk-
ing across no man’s land toward the Turkish 
border station. The Iranian guards considered 
their options for a moment and realized that 
the Americans were not coming back so they 
accepted the money and the vehicles and let 
Rashid follow his friends to the Turkish bor-
der station.

Rashid was able to contact Boulware and 
his party at their hotel in the nearby town of 
Yuksekova. The second element checked out 
and headed to the border immediately. They 
were reunited with their coworkers and with 
the immigration formalities completed, they 
were taken by bus back through Yuksekova 
to Van where they caught a flight that Boul-
ware had chartered to Ankara. 

Once in Ankara, Chiapparone and Gaylord 
were taken to the U.S. embassy where they 
were issued temporary passports. Then the 
EDS men headed back to the airport for an-
other flight to Istanbul where they were re-
united with Perot. Perot had a chartered Boe-
ing 707 waiting and they departed for Frank-
furt, Germany the next day.

EDS had a number of U.S. citizen employ-
ees in Iran on a commercial flight headed 
to Frankfurt but its’ departure was delayed 
because the Iranians were still pursuing Chi-
apparone and Gaylord. The immigration of-
ficials and their revolutionary cohorts held 
the plane for hours while they checked and 
rechecked everyone’s passports on the flight 
and searched the plane. Finally, the flight was 
released and they took off for Germany. 

Germany had an extradition treaty with 
Iran so Simons decided to stash Gaylord and 
Chiapparone in movie theaters while they 
waited for the others to arrive from Tehran. 
They all left for Dallas together on the char-
tered jet.   3

BIO
John Stevenson is a former police officer, 
U.S. Border Patrol agent and Federal Air 
Marshal.

THE OWNER OF EDS, H. ROSS PEROT, 
TRIED DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS TO GET 
HIS PERSONNEL RELEASED. WHEN 
THAT FAILED, HE DID IT HIMSELF.

W
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At 0100 hours on 18 July 1943, all 700 men of 4th Raider Battalion [Maoist in 
orientation like Carlson’s 2nd] debarked their destroyer-transports at Enogai 
Harbor on the western end of New Georgia.  

Along with the rest of 1st Raider Regi-
ment, they were to capture Bairoko 
Harbor on the far side of Dragons 

Peninsula the next day.  Unfortunately, Bairo-
ko’s Nipponese garrison had been preparing 
for a land invasion.

After a difficult approach march and 
skipped air attack, the Raiders finally made 
contact with the Bairoko defenders about 
1000 hours on the morning of 19 July.13  For a 
whole day they fought, with 4th Raider Battal-
ion on the left and 1st Raider Battalion on the 
right.  In their path was a sophisticated matrix 
of defensive strongpoints.14

Some Raider units tried to skirt around the 
left end of the Japanese defenses, while oth-
ers attacked at the right end.  That’s a “U.S.-
doctrine-violating” double-envelopment, but 
standard operating procedure for Mao’s Army. 

However, the successive bunker belts could 
not be outflanked.  

Against each, the Raiders would have to 
launch separate fireteam attacks against all for-
ward emplacements at the same time (to limit 
the amount of cover fire they could provide 
each other).  Then, within each separate bun-
ker assault, half of each team (two buddies) 
probably went left through the microterrain 
while the other half (the other buddy pair) 
went right.  In that way, they could play off 
each other’s movements—each advancing af-
ter objective occupants had been distracted.  

This series of maneuvers (and its lack of 
headquarters’ control) should not be lost to 
history, because the 4th Battalion’s direct de-
scendent would use this same kind of “buddy 
team cooperation” to seize the toughest part of 
Okinawa’s Shuri Line a year later.  That makes 

it a viable alternative to America’s standard 
steamroller approach to enemy strongholds.  

With no airstrikes, artillery, heavy mor-
tars, flame throwers, or much pre-practiced 
technique at Bairoko, the (self-coordinating) 
Raider fireteams had done something very 
exceptional.  They had gotten three-fourths of 
the way through a defensive array that is to 
this day the state of the nonelectronic art.  In 
a world where there’s not always enough pre-
paratory fire available, such a method still has 
tremendous utility.

A REPEAT SUCCESS AT HALF 
MOON ON OKINAWA’S SHURI LINE
Though Carlson’s 2nd Raider Battalion had 
been unceremoniously disbanded in early 
1943, the 4th Battalion (also Maoist in format) 
under Lt.Col. James “Jimmy” Roosevelt II was 

EXCERPTED FROM THE NEW BOOK SUPER SQUAD

BY H. JOHN POOLE

Marines crossing at the 
Dragon Peninsula.THE BAIROKO 

INCIDENT

Poole reveals why and how 
the two man team is the most 
important tactical formation.

W
IKIPEDIA



MAY 2020  TACTICS & PREPAREDNESS www.tacticsandpreparedness.com 9

THE BAIROKO INCIDENT

left intact to become 2nd Battalion, 4th Ma-
rines (2/4).  That battalion was about to break 
the deadlock at the north end of Okinawa’s 
virtually impregnable Shuri Line.  

The top end of the Shuri Line was prob-
ably the most difficult defensive formation the 
U.S. Marines had so far faced in WWII.  During 
the 10-day period leading up to the capture 
of Sugar Loaf Hill, the 6th Marine Division 
had lost 2,662 killed or wounded and 1,289 
combat fatigue cases among young men who 
could have withstood almost anything.15

There are no detailed descriptions of that 
renewed “piecemeal” battle for the forward 
face of Half Moon (Crescent Hill)—within 
the untaken portion of the Sugar Loaf Com-
plex—around 18 May 1945.  But, any infantry 
veteran of an East Asian war can well imagine 
it.  The machinegun bunkers along those steep 
slopes had been mutually supporting.  Each 
was being protected by the crisscrossing fire 
of those next to but just beyond it.  Thus, 2/4 
(as a former Maoist Raider battalion) would 
have deployed a ragged line of fireteams, each 

trying—through the microterrain—to double-
envelop the bunker in its lane.  

While the most forward enemy positions 
would have had the priority for attack, they 
could not have been seized without some 
pressure on those just behind them on either 
side.  So, some buddy teams must have pro-
vided impromptu assistance—in the form of 
enemy machinegun suppression—to other-
squad counterparts in adjacent lanes.16  

No frontline commander could have con-
trolled such a complicated interaction, nor 
would have preliminary practice done much 
good.  This was a fight to the death that would 
necessarily depend on collective effort, in-
dividual initiative, and the surprise that only 
“microterrain crawling” can provide.  It would 
have to develop on its own.  Only important 
was the continuing cooperation between ad-
jacent buddy teams of any squad.  While a few 
pre-established double-envelopment proce-
dures may have helped, the overall maneuver 
required no structure other than roughly par-
allel lanes and approximate alignment. Staying 

roughly on line did not have to be coordinated 
from above, because young Marines of that era 
knew not to get too far ahead of each other.

NOT ENOUGH OF THIS HARD-WON 
INSIGHT HAS SURVIVED
The closest modern parallel to this Bairoko 
effort is “fire and movement with grenades 
added”—a decidedly “hasty” type of attack.  
Yet, its forerunner had involved “recon pull,” 
“infiltration,” and some “swarming.”  Because 
a few pre-practiced moves had also been 
likely, the overall process could be consid-
ered a quick “deliberate attack” (one involving 
some reconnaissance and rehearsal.)  Yet, no 
procedural formula (or its preliminary prac-
tice) could have done justice to that many 
situational variables.  Its various parts had to 
concurrently emerge through mutual effort, 
individual initiative, and microterrain appreci-
ation.  This is why this nontraditional method 
was able—with “common sense and coopera-
tion”—to improve upon “headquarters plan-
ning and supervision.”  

Poole reveals that the state of 
the art for small-unit infantry 

tactics existed throughout the 
major Eastern Armies from 1945 
to 1973 and has since atrophied 

in some Russian and Chinese 
units through too much access 

to technology.  

PHOTO BY PFC KASEY PEACOCK
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Such a concept may now deserve more rec-
ognition in the ongoing evolution of infantry 
tactics than it has so far received in the West-
ern World.  2/4 had once again proven that the 
Bairoko kind of assault required no support-
ing arms whatsoever to defeat a state-of-the-
art defense.  It would not have been possible 
without two-man buddy teams.  

THE CURRENT SITUATION WITHIN 
ALL U.S. INFANTRY OUTFITS
For whatever reason, the American Army has 
always preferred the denominator of two.  Its 
infantry platoon continues to be split in half, 
with each section comprised of two nine-man 
squads.  Because each squad then sports two 
equally sized fireteams, the many advantages 
of Carlson’s three-team arrangement have 
been largely lost.  

Only those who have extensively experi-
mented with squad tactics realize how much 
more powerful the “triple combo” can be.  
Instead of the largely predictable “bounding 
overwatch” of a two-element attack, the squad 
leader has the use of an extra element.  It can 
distract defenders, or just “beef-up” the base-
of-fire (BOF) or maneuver elements.  While 
the size of the USMC squad has increased, its 
leader still has only three direct subordinates 
to manage.   

The double-envelopment (via perimeter 
trench) of a fortified position may violate U.S. 
doctrine, but a two-team maneuver element 
allows for a series of lifesaving feints while 
sharing the same route.  One team can move 
forward while the other draws the defenders’ 
fire; and then they can occasionally switch 
roles.  In this way, all enemy eyes need not be 
riveted on the advancing group of fully mortal 
GIs.  

Of course, the three fireteam setup is not 
only useful on offense.  While the parent unit 
is in a defensive posture, the third team can 
man two more perimeter positions or frontal 
outposts.  That, in turn, creates better cover-
age of any defense zone.

During a squad-sized patrol, the three-team 
format allows one full team to stay with the 
squad leader as a ready reaction force while 
the other two perform the security func-
tion.  In fact, only with a third four-man fire-
team will enough buddy teams be available 
for all-around protection of that patrol.  Any 
one-man point, flank, or rear security element 
would have too little survivability in combat.

With three fireteams, the Marine squad 
leader has more tactical options than his Army 

counterpart.  But, the extent to which he can 
exercise those options will depend on his 
number of buddy teams.  Four men per fire-
team allows for not only more buddy teams, 
but also for every rifleman to have someone 
to watch his back.  

Thus, the USMC’s traditional advantage in 
flexibility will be largely lost through its’ re-
cent switch to three-man teams.

THE REDS’ ONGOING USE OF A 
THREE-MAN TEAM
The three-element pattern still exists with-
in every echelon of all Asian Communist 
armies.17  Not only do their squads have three 
fireteams, but each team contains three men. 
The Asians’ reason for the three-man fireteam 
appears to be based more on expected attri-
tion than mission flexibility.  But that tiny trio 
can only be assigned one mission at a time.

The lower size of the Asian squad may 
have been thought to facilitate its “auto-pilot” 
capabilities—all teams working together 
instead of being always managed.  Because 
of the “bottom-up” culture (and problem-
solving heritage) of all Oriental societies, up 
to nine men might not have needed much 
direction from their leader during a chance 
contact.  This would have given him more 
time to request the help of supporting arms, 
coordinate with other squads, or confer with 
headquarters.

As late as 1984, all Chinese Communist Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army (PLA) infantry platoons 
consisted of three squads with 12 men each.  

As those squads had “deputy squad leaders,” 
one can assume three fireteams of three men 
apiece (a veteran and two conscripts).18  The 
veteran would have been considered a fighter, 
and not a leader. According to the Defense 
Information Agency’s (DIA’s) Table of Equip-
ment, the eleventh man in each squad carried 
a light machinegun (LMG).19  That makes a 
grand total of 12, counting the squad leader.  

This automatic weapon within the Chinese 
squad should come as no surprise, because 
the Japanese, Soviets, and Germans had all 
married their infantry squads to a fully capa-
ble machinegun by the onset of WWII.20  On 
defense, each squad could then operate its 
own strongpoint (with all riflemen protect-
ing the LMG).  On offense, it could establish 
a much-closer (and thus more accurate) BOF 
during any assault.   3

BIO
John Poole (posteritypress.org) served 28 
years as a commissioned and non-commis-
sioned infantry officer. A Vietnam veteran, he 
retired from the United States Marine Corps 
in 1993. Since retirement, he has researched 
the small-unit tactics of other nations, trav-
eled extensively behind enemy lines, and 
written 14 tactics-and-intelligence-manual 
supplements. He has also conducted multi-
day training sessions for 41 battalions, nine 
schools, and seven Special Operations units. 
Buy the new book Super Squad and and ig-
nite the capabilities of your team.

POOLE FEARS ADVANCED SMALL-UNIT MANEUVERS HAVE ONLY BRIEFLY 
BEEN PERMITTED IN U.S. INFANTRY FORCES WHILE UNDER EXTREME DURESS 
(LIKE AT IWO JIMA). 
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The Patrol Rifle is now a commonly issued piece of law enforcement equipment 
and many citizens recognize the superiority of defending with a rifle when 
circumstances permit. 

An AR-15 variant is the norm. They 
are utilitarian rifles made to take the 
rough and tumble life of patrolling 

in harsh weather, living in a police cruiser 
or defending a home. Of course, soldiers 
and street cops can find a way to break an 
anvil with a rubber mallet, so durability is 
important.

When I came on the job as a deputy sheriff 
in 1979, we were issued a S&W Model 10 or 
15 with a dump pouch or belt loops, a Rem-
ington 870 or Winchester shotgun and an 
oak straight stick baton to accompany a sap. 
You got the job done with the tools at hand. 

Many tools were not issued, but supplied by 
the officer or deputy. That is still the case in 
some jurisdictions today.

As a high schooler hanging out at “Mel’s 
Shell,” I paid attention to the local deputies 
stopping in to fuel their cruisers. I admired 
their gear and enjoyed listening to their tall 
tales. I recall a nickel plated “patrol rifle” af-
fixed to clips on the driver’s door of a big 
Ford. It was an M1 Carbine Enforcer with 2 
x 30 round magazines taped together. That 
deputy could pull in, shove that door open 
and produce that big “pistol” in a flash. That 
was my first introduction to a police “patrol 

rifle”. A couple of the other deputies also had 
lever action rifles stashed in the trunk. I still 
have a great memory of Dean, a tanned dep-
uty with a pencil thin mustache ala Sheriff 
Justice in “Smokey and the Bandit”.

A few years later I was that deputy, and 
we took training seriously. Much of it was on 
our own time and on our own dime. A few 
of us thought we needed something more 
than the Remington 870 and the spiffy new 
Model 66 S&W revolvers with speed loaders. 
We were on deputy pay, married with kids 
and a dog, house payment, car payment, etc. 
and the pricey Colt AR-15 was only available 

FIGHTING WITH 
THE M1 CARBINE

BY KEN CAMPBELL

The M1 Carbine modified 
with synthetic stock, 
scope and suppressor.

OLEG VOLK  A-HUM
AN-RIGHT.COM
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in our vivid imaginations. Fortunately, about 
that same time, the restrictions on re-import 
of U.S military arms was loosened. M1 Car-
bines were plentiful and affordable. They had 
been produced for all U.S. military branches 
in WWII and had outfitted allies all over the 
world for decades. We looked through “Shot-
gun News” and “The Gun List” at Sarco and 
other sellers, watching for the best deal while 
we worked extra jobs to save. Hours were 
spent with a marker circling best prices.

After months of searching, the time finally 
came when we had the bargain found, and 
the money squirreled away, so another of-
ficer and I ordered our Inland M1 Carbines 
(Blue Sky Imports). We also ordered multiple 
30 and 15 round magazines and a case of 
ammo.  We were like Ralphie in “A Christmas 
Story” on Christmas morning when our new 
“patrol rifles” arrived. Off to the range with 
the ammo, magazines and rifles we went, get-
ting some semblance of a zero. 

The statute of limitations has expired and 
both of us have long since retired, so I can 
admit that we violated multiple department 
protocols carrying the unissued rifles with 
no official qualifications on record. This was 
another option in our tactical tool box for us 

to make use of should the proverbial feces 
hit the oscillating cooling mechanism. 

We shot them as often as we could afford 
the ammo that we found at gun shows. They 
were “stock” rifles with full wood stocks, 
slings and sometimes the stock magazine 
pouches holding two 15 round magazines. 

Fast forward a few more years and I be-
came an adjunct instructor at the famed Gun-
site Academy. Gunsite offers onsite courses 
and off-site three-day courses in firearms 
disciplines including Carbine. I can’t tell you 
how many M1 Carbines I have seen success-
fully complete the three day course (a few in 
the five day course at the Gunsite Ranch as 
well). While it doesn’t have the options avail-
able that an M4 or SCAR offers, it will do the 
job if you are up to it. They are still out there, 
and still in use, just more valuable than they 
were back then.

Barret Tillman is credited with saying: 
“You do not rise to the occasion; you default 
to your level of training.” I have always be-
lieved that and recommend your drills with 
the carbine include: single shots, a standard 
response, a controlled pair, a hammer pair, a 
failure drill and a non-standard response. 

The M1 Carbine is operated similarly to 

the AK in some ways and similar to the AR 
in others. The magazine catch is located and 
operated similarly to the mag release on an 
AR and the mags slide in and out vertically 
like they do with an AR. The operating slide 
(charging handle), however, is configured 
like an AK, and is best accessed with the non-
firing hand while rotating the rifle (with the 
firing hand) either charging handle up or 
charging handle down. The safety must be 
deactivated to fire and unlike an AR where 
the thumb may rest on top of the safety to 
press it off, the M1 Carbine safety lever is at 
the right (standard) front of the trigger hous-
ing and oriented down for “safe”. You can 
guard the safety with your index finger, and 
sweep it up and off in a pulling motion that 
ends with your finger on the trigger when 
you have made the decision to fire. 

The single shot is used when a precision 
hit is necessary. The standard response is two 
shots to center of mass (High Chest). The 
Controlled Pair is used when precision or 
distance is an issue. You have a sight picture 
sufficient for the situation, acquire the sight 
picture and sight alignment and press the 
trigger straight to the rear. A second sight 
picture is immediately acquired and after the 

above: The M1 Carbine can pass the Gunsite Patrol Rifle 
Qualification course of fire. Can you?

top right: The author’s M1 Carbine, now featuring 
a paratrooper stock.

right, from top to bottom: Springfield M1903, M1 Garand, 
M1 Carbine, Winchester Ml897 trench shotgun in the author’s 
collection.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GUNSITE.COM
.



MAY 2020  TACTICS & PREPAREDNESS www.tacticsandpreparedness.com 13

FIGHTING WITH THE M1 CARBINE

trigger is reset, another straight press to the 
rear. Again, acquire another sight picture and 
trigger reset (Follow through on sights and 
trigger) and prepare to reengage as necessary.

The Hammer Pair is for close range (typi-
cally, 15 yards and in with a carbine). Acquire 
your flash sight picture and press the trigger 
twice with alacrity. Follow through on the 
sights and trigger after the second shot. Your 
secret to making this work is a solid stance 
and proper mount of the carbine in your 
shoulder and cheek weld. You control the 
gun–not the other way around.

The Failure Drill is two rounds center mass 
(Controlled Pair or Hammer Pair) followed 
by an immediate search for the head. If the 
head is (still positioned) there (your chest 
shots failed: you missed or body armor de-
feated your projectiles), shoot a single shot 
to the eye sockets. As we say at Gunsite: “Do 
not hesitate. If the threat is still standing and 
a brain shot is feasible, do not spend the rest 
of your life waiting for a perfect shot.” 

With the AR series of carbines, there is 
an issue with mechanical sight off-set. That 
is, you must hold over your point of impact 
by about 1.5 to 2.5 inches to allow for the 
distance of sights over bore. The M1 Carbine 

has a distinct advantage here as the sights ba-
sically sit immediately on top of the barrel.

The non-standard response (NSR) is a vi-
able response if the failure drill is not an 
option. The NSR might be thought of as an 
“extended hammer.” Once you have the sight 
picture, shoot until the problem is solved. It 
is almost a burst. The number of rounds fired 
is situational. You must control the low recoil 
of the .30 caliber carbine round as you are 
responsible for each and every round fired. 
Again, your stance and mount of the carbine 
is essential. 

After the engagement, you need to lower 
the carbine below your line of sight and as-
sess. Look to be sure your opponent is out of 
the fight and look for other adversaries. Also 
assess the condition of your carbine to be 
sure it has not malfunctioned. Eventually, you 
will want to activate the safety again.

Training and practice with the M1 Carbine 
includes the four safety rules: 1) All guns are 
always loaded 2) Never let the muzzle cover 
anything you are not willing to destroy 3) 
Keep your finger off the trigger until your 
sights are on the target 4) Identify your target 
and what is behind it. It also includes main-
tenance and safe, dry and live fire training. 

Our Police Carbine Qualification Course 
of fire is not intended to be easy. The M1 Car-
bine can do it. Can you? This course is “do-
able” on most ranges and is not ammunition 
intensive. 

The M1 Carbine was made for fighting in 
World War II, with more than six million re-
portedly produced and more made after the 
war. If you don’t have one, there is a good 
chance a friend or family member does. This 
compact, rugged rifle has continued to serve 
long beyond the 1943 manufacture date of 
mine. It is light, versatile and handy and can 
still punch holes in dangerous people or ani-
mals when the need arises.   3

BIO 
Ken Campbell spent 35 years in law en-
forcement at a Midwest sheriff’s office, 
working communications, corrections and 
enforcement and served two terms as the 
elected Sheriff. His training included: haz-
ardous materials, accident reconstruction, 
SWAT and K9. Ken served as an adjunct in-
structor, and chief operating officer at Gun-
site Academy (www.gunsite.com) and 
currently serves as Gunsite’s CEO. 

GUNSITE’S POLICE CARBINE QUALIFICATION COURSE
DISTANCE POSITION ROUNDS TIME REPITITIONS

TOTAL 
ROUNDS

50 Yards Low Ready to Offhand 2 rds. 5 sec. 2 Times 4 rds.

50 Yards Low Ready Kneeling/Squat 2 rds. 5 sec. 2 Times 4 rds.

25 Yards Low Ready to Offhand 2 rds. 3 sec. 2 times 4 rds.

25 yards Low Ready Kneeling/Squat 2 rds. 3 sec. 2 times 4 rds.

15 yards Low Ready to Offhand
(Head Shot) 1 rd. 2.5 sec 4 times 4 rds. 

15 Yards
Low Ready to Offhand 

(2 rds., reload 
and 2 rds. Kneeling

2+2 
(4 rounds)

10 sec. 2 times 8 rds.

10 Yards Low Ready to Offhand
3 rds.

(Failure Drill)
2 sec. 2 times 6 rds.

5 Yards Low Ready to Offhand
3 rds.

(Failure Drill)
1.5 sec. 2 times 6 rds.

Total Rounds Fired – 40
Target – NFA TQ-15 with a 4-inch circle drawn in the center of the head as a scoring ring.
Scoring:  Head 5-1, Body 5-4-1
Total Points Possible:  200
Passing Score:  180 (90%)

The M1 Carbine’s 
sights sit immediately 
on top of the barrel, 
so there’s not a lot of 
optical offset.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GUNSITE.COM
.
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We were contacted by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) about the 
possibility of tracking big cats in the United Kingdom, Wales specifically. 

There were a number of reports of 
sightings of big cats in the Welsh 
mountains and the BBC brought us 

over to look around. 
We flew into Gatwick (airport) and were 

met by the producer. We drove through the 
English countryside, passing through Bristol, 
Cardiff and Swansea on our way to Carmarth-
en. We set ourselves up there in a traditional 
Welsh Inn. 

Wales was beautiful, but the street and 
highway signs were all in Welsh and looked, 
to our unfamiliar eyes, like they were writ-
ten by Dr. Seuss. The Welsh language makes 
very good use of the English alphabet. A typi-
cal street sign would have a name that had 
at least 25 letters and very few vowels. It is a 

difficult language I was told, and trying to re-
member our route proved impossible. We had 
a translator, but he did not understand why 
we wanted to know where we were going. I 
guess I am just a little weird that way. 

The other thing that amazed me was the 
scale. The streets of Carmarthen were narrow 
and the buildings had been around for cen-
turies; they were just what I expected of the 
rural areas of the UK and I was immediately 
enamored with the area. There were lots of 
mountains, lots of farmland and sheep every-
where. We found it all very charming.

Our first order of business was to talk to 
some of the people who had supposedly 
seen big cats to assess the validity of the re-
ports. Our first stop was a woman who had 

her dog snatched from her backyard as she 
was raking leaves. Her story was remarkable; 
mainly because she lived to tell it. 

She recounted that she was in her back 
yard, raking leaves with her little terrier near-
by. She had a three-foot brick retaining wall 
around the perimeter of her lawn. She looked 
up and saw a very large, (probably about 150 
pound) black cat. The cat sat on the wall look-
ing at both of them. The terrier was barking 
and growling, but not charging the cat. He 
was making a racket from behind the safety 
of the woman’s legs. 

Without a whole lot of effort, the cat 
leapt from the wall, stalked over to her and 
snatched the dog up. He swung his head to 
break its neck and turned and walked away 

BY KEVIN REEVE

TRACKING 
      IN WALESBIG CATS 
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with the dog in his mouth. Seeing her terrier 
grabbed, she started to follow the cat, hitting 
it with her leaf rake. Fortunately for her, the 
cat just ignored her and strolled away, jumped 
on the wall, and vanished into the thicket be-
hind her house. 

We looked at the area where the cat had 
jumped on the wall and found a pretty old, 
but distinct cat track. It measured 4.5 inches 
x 4.5 inches. I sketched it. On the rear foot, 
the outside toe was a good 3/4 inch further 
back than the inside toe. Asymmetrical. This 
led us to think Leopard and a leopard often 
goes through a melanistic or black phase as 
it matures.

Next, we went to a sheep farm. The owner 
was quite distraught over the fact that he was 
losing sheep to predation. We asked him if he 
had any idea what it was. He had never seen 
any predator, but suspected big cat. We asked 
him why, and he showed us sheep skins, com-
pletely scraped clean with only the hide left. 

We asked him where he found them so we 
could see if there were tracks. He said he 
found them about 30 feet up in a tree. 

We went to the spot and found hair (tech-
nically wool) at the base of the tree, claw in-
dentations where a large cat had climbed the 
tree, and a pretty good clear track where the 
cat had sprung up on the tree. Based on the 
distance of the track from the tree, a big cat 
made a big leap. 

The farmer had reported the attacks to the 
local game warden who said it had to be a 
grey fox that did it. He was emphatic that 
there were no big cats in the UK. He actually 
told the farmer a 35- pound grey fox killed 
a pair of ewes weighing at least 100 pounds 
each and dragged them up a tree and ate 
them while in a tree. 

Our next stop was a visit to a farmer 
whose horse was attacked. There were rake 
marks on the rear flanks of the horse that 
appeared to have been made by a large cat 

WALES

The local game warden was emphatic that there were no 
big cats in the U.K., claiming it was a 35-pound fox that 
killed the 100 pound ewes and dragged them up a tree.

PIXABAY - THORSTENF
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climbing onto the back of the horse. The four 
rake marks were five inches from side to side 
and about 10 inches long. On the neck of the 
horse was a large bite mark. There were four 
canine holes in the horse’s flesh where the 
cat attempted to throttle the horse. The horse 
fought off the cat, but bore serious wounds 
on his neck and flanks. Again, the Warden de-
clared it the work of a fox. 

Near the paddock, we found a string of 
tracks along the side of a rail fence. We iden-
tified 30 or so pretty good compressions in 
dried grass. Nobody witnessed this attack, so 
no one could argue with the warden. 

Next, we visited a fellow who had a video 
that allegedly showed a big cat in a field. We 
watched a grainy video of the very top of a 
cat crossing a grass field. The problem was, 
there was no way to establish scale. There 
were no fence posts, and no way to tell how 
tall the grass was. It was definitely a black cat, 
but it could well have been a large house cat. 

We sat around the table with the producers 
and camera crew and discussed what we had 
seen. We knew there were a couple of big cats 
on the loose. They had found the perfect kill-
ing ground. There were lots of sheep. It was 
easy to hunt, easy to kill, and good eating. Our 
conclusion at this point was that there was a 
Leopard and an American Mountain lion liv-
ing and hunting in the area. Perhaps more. 
And perhaps they had cross bred. I didn’t 
know enough about big cat genetics to know 
if that was even possible, but it would seem 
that they had been in the area for generations. 

We spoke with more of the locals who had 
either seen the cats or who had lost pets or 
farm animals to them. We asked them where 
they thought the cats could have come from. 
There were a couple of theories. 

During World War II, there were many 
American troops stationed all over the UK, 
including Wales. It is thought that some of the 
units brought Mountain Lion cubs with them 
as mascots, then turned them loose into the 
woods when they deployed to Europe.

As for the Leopards, many adventurers 
brought cubs back from Africa to raise as 
pets. After some problems in the 1970s, the 
government required anyone with a big cat 
to register them. Then a few years later, the 
government put an outright ban in place on 

big cats and required registered cat owners to 
turn them over. It was an open secret in the 
area that many big cats were set loose and re-
ported dead since the owners knew that the 
government planned to euthanize them. 

We had seen evidence of big cats in the 
area and we had found some viable origin 
stories to explain their presence, but why 
the obfuscation from the game wardens? It 
seemed that that area depended on tourism, 
hikers and backpackers for a large portion of 
their economy. There was a nearby national 
park, Brecon Beacons and lots of local tourism 
dollars. They simply did not want to frighten 
people about a threat like this. To date, the 
big cats have not attacked any humans as far 
as we know. With the ready supply of passive 
sheep available, the cats seem to have avoid-
ed human contact almost entirely—so far. 

There are also sightings and reports of 
predation in Scotland. These have the same 
theory of origination. Leopards and Mountain 
Lions are the perfect predators for this area. 
They are solitary, secretive and avoid humans. 
They kill only to eat. If they are in fact breed-
ing, which almost seems certain, then they 
will continue to be a part of Welsh life. They 
will continue to eat and live in an area they 
seem to have perfectly adapted to.

The BBC filmed our time there and pro-
duced a show. They sent us a copy, but unfor-
tunately it was narrated in Welsh, so we have 
no idea what they reported. Finding a Welsh 
to English translator in New Jersey was pretty 
unlikely. Our return flight gave me the oppor-
tunity to journal my experiences and refine 
my sketches. It was an epic experience for a 
tracker.   3
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In 1950, the Korean People’s Army (North Korean communists) 
attempted to seize South Korea. 

They crushed the South Korean Army 
and U.S. Army forces serving alongside 
them. Before their conquest was com-

plete, however, the First Marine Division con-
ducted a bold amphibious landing at Inchon 
and cut the communist forces in half. Marines, 
allied soldiers and U.S. Air Force airpower 
routed the KPA and drove the survivors to the 
Chinese border.

 The Communist Party of China (CPC) 
responded by deploying the Chinese People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) in direct combat against 
U.S. and U.N. forces inside Korea. The PLA beat 
U.S. forces back approximately to the 38th 
(map) parallel where lines stabilized and an 
armistice was implemented that still stands as 
the only resolution to Korean hostilities today.

After the September 11, 2001 jihadi attacks 
against the United States, London’s Telegraph 
reported that, “the Chinese state-run pro-
paganda machine [is] … producing books, 

films, and video games glorifying the strikes 
as a humbling blow against an arrogant na-
tion”. The Telegraph stated that officials of the 
same communist party that has ruled China 
from the end of WWII to the present “obses-
sively watched and re-watched pictures of 
the aircraft crashing into the World Trade Cen-
ter”. A government sanctioned documentary 
called Attack America narrated videos of the 
September 11 jet impacts saying: “This is the 
America the whole world has wanted to see.”

In 2010 Colonel Liu Mingfu, director of the 
Research Institute of Military Development at 
the Chinese National Defense University pub-
lished The China Dream. He asserted that it 
is China’s destiny to dominate the world pres-
ently and stated: “China possesses a superior 
cultural gene needed to become the world’s 
leader”. But fear not, he explains that China’s 
domination need not be any more painful for 
Americans than necessary … unless the Unit-

ed States resists. The book’s foreword is writ-
ten by a PLA General and member of the CPC.

Nobody knows how many Chinese officials 
share the sentiments above, but it is worth not-
ing that at the very same time western military 
officers were marginalized and encouraged to 
leave service for failing to support coed infan-
try battalions, transgender recruitment and 
other social justice causes with sufficient zeal, 
Chinese officials who openly speak of domi-
nating the world and going to war with the 
USA were promoted. 

If one were to study the writings of such of-
ficials, it might seem that the politicians who 
indebted nations to the People’s Republic of 
China were unwise. In fact, a cornerstone of 
Col. Qiao Liang and Col. Wang Xiangsui’s 1999 
PRC strategy book Unrestricted Warfare is “Fi-
nancial War”. They observe, “…such a defeat 
on the economic front precipitates a near col-
lapse of the social and political order.”  They 
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go on to say, “…financial war is easily manipu-
lated and allows for concealed actions, and is 
also highly destructive.” 

The clearest manifestation of this line of 
effort is the PRC’s “Belt and Road Initiative”. 
Since 2013 more than 70 countries in Europe, 
Asia, Africa and elsewhere have accepted in-
debtedness for infrastructure projects in ques-
tionable deals with the PRC. Short-sighted 
politicians were given money to spend and 
their citizens were often left in illogical debt 
traps with China free to enforce the terms of 
default. A friend recently sent me this message:

I was at a hearing on Capitol Hill about 
18 months ago ... the … select committee on 
pretending to give a shit and the chair went 
on about why did China invest in this in-
sanely expensive, unprofitable, and ultimate-
ly failed port facility in [Country X] ... which 
later reverted to their sovereign control post 
default ... he’s like, “I just don’t get the ROI? 
[return on investment]” ... Meanwhile that 
port straddles a very strategic shipping lane. 

In Unrestricted Warfare Liang and Xiangsui 
questioned: “Can special funds be set up to 
exert greater influence on another country’s 
government and legislature through lobbying? 
And could buying or gaining control of stocks 
be used to turn another country’s newspapers 
and television stations into the tools of media 
warfare?” 

Around that time Johnny Chien Chung 
contributed $366,000 to the Democrat Na-
tional Committee (DNC) and testified that 
PLA General Ji Shengde wanted to give him 
an additional $300,000 to give to President 
Clinton and the DNC before he was caught.1  
The Washington Post concluded that the Chi-
nese embassy in Washington, D.C. coordinated 
contributions to the DNC.2 Charles La Bella, 
head of the Justice Department’s campaign 
finance task force reported: “[A] pattern [of 
events] suggests a level of knowledge within 
the White House—including the President’s 
and First Lady’s offices—concerning the in-
jection of foreign funds into the reelection ef-
fort.”3 Several illegal streams of PRC funds to 
American politicians were identified, but it is 
unknown how many were not identified.4  La 
Bella also said, “If these allegations involved 
anyone other than the president, vice presi-
dent, senior White House or DNC and Clinton-
Gore ‘96 officials, an appropriate investigation 
would have commenced months ago without 
hesitation”.5 The Clinton administration Attor-
ney General, Janet Reno, chose not to appoint 
an independent counsel to investigate and il-

logical technology transfers to China expand-
ed while irrational trade and financial deals 
with the PRC continued.6

More recently, the New York Post asserted 
that: “Vice President Joe Biden and his son 
Hunter Biden flew aboard Air Force Two to 
China [in 2013]. Less than two weeks later, 
Hunter Biden’s firm inked a $1 billion private 
equity deal with a subsidiary of the Chinese 
government’s Bank of China. The deal was 
later expanded to $1.5 billion.”7

In 2017, General Zhang Shibo, former presi-
dent of the National Defense University, wrote 
that biotechnology was a new domain of war-
fare and advocated “specific ethnic genetic at-
tacks” in his book the New High Ground of 
War. The 2017 PLA book, Science of Military 
Strategy, also included a section on biology as 
a warfighting domain and similarly advocated 
“specific ethnic genetic attacks”. 

In November 2018, a Chinese biologist 
was detained in the Detroit Metro Airport 
with three vials of active MERS and SARS. The 
Chemical and Biological Intelligence Unit of 
the FBI’s Weapons of Mass Destruction Direc-
torate stated in a report that the incident was 
part of an alarming pattern.8

In May 2019, former Vice President Joe 
Biden said, “China is going to eat our lunch? 

Come on, man. They can’t even figure out how 
to deal with the fact that they have this great 
division between the China Sea and the moun-
tains in the East. I mean in the West ... I mean, 
you know, they’re not bad folks, folks. But 
guess what: they’re not competition for us.”9

By January of 2020, Coronavirus 2019 (CO-
VID 19) had appeared in Wuhan China; the 
CPC had provided false and misleading infor-
mation about the virus to the world and in-
duced the World Health Organization (led by 
Tedros Ghebreyesus, a man who began his ca-
reer as a member of the communist Ethiopian 
People’s Revolutionary Democratic Front) to 
dissemble similarly.10

President Trump placed travel restrictions 
on individuals coming from China when the 
CPC’s COVID 19 deceptions were first evident 
and on the following day, February 1st, Presi-
dential Candidate Joe Biden tweeted: “We are 
in the midst of a crisis with the coronavirus. 
We need to lead the way with science — not 
Donald Trump’s record of hysteria, xenopho-
bia, and fear-mongering.” Citizens were left to 
individually assess the probability of whether 
Candidate Biden’s comments and actions 
more probably reflected ignorance or finan-
cial “capture” by the CPC.

As of this writing it is unknown whether 

Has any aspect of the Communist Party of China’s 
COVID-19 response been a Financial War play?
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the Wuhan Virus was released deliberately or 
accidentally. Overpopulated China may have 
lost an acceptable sized portion of their popu-
lation as the CPC reaped other benefits: pro-
testers were largely driven from the streets 
and pre-empted while COVID responses have 
“justified” even more tyrannical surveillance 
of Chinese citizens, and the Wuhan Virus was 
transmitted to the world without appearing to 
be an act of war.11

Prior to the release of the Wuhan Virus, Pres-
ident Trump had stood out as the first Ameri-
can president in recent decades to consistent-
ly confront the CPC’s long-standing trade war, 
and plainly state PRC provocations in public. 
As the PRC economy faced increasing domes-
tic challenges, the U.S. economy took off un-
der the Trump administration’s deregulation 
and reversal of stifling policies. China’s inter-
national supremacy, viewed as an inevitability 
by at least some members of the CPC and their 
admirers, may have appeared to have been 
slipping away. And then, in late 2019, COVID 
19 entered the equation as a wild card, and 
all variables contained within CPC ambitions 
were reset. Curiously, the CPC shutdown do-
mestic flights out of Wuhan while simultane-
ously ensuring international flights were still 
open carrying COVID 19 to the world.12

The PRC and PLA have not abandoned a 
conventional military buildup. Updated equip-
ment from tanks to aircraft carriers have been 
fielded. Man-made islands housing naval ports 
and air bases have been constructed in the 
Pacific in an apparent attempt to create a de 
facto stranglehold over regional maritime ac-
cess and international commerce. China has 
pursued traditional propaganda techniques 
using more than 500 “Confucius Institutes” in 
dozens of countries to control public narra-
tives about the PRC and CPC 13 and the PLA 
is known to have been deeply invested in cy-

berwar long before the United States stood up 
the U.S. Cyber Command in 2009. This is only 
the tip of the iceberg, however, Unrestricted 
Warfare tells us that the PRC sees all domains 
as warfighting domains with the non-kinetic 
disciplines as the main effort and “combina-
tions” the preferred method of employment. 

If the Wuhan Virus was released deliberately, 
it appears to have been a limited biowar weap-
on employed primarily in support of a “Finan-
cial War” campaign. If the Wuhan Virus was re-
leased accidentally, as the majority of observ-
ers assume, it appears that circumstances and 
CPC negligence have detonated a powerful 
Financial War weapon in the USA and around 
the world that they and other adversaries are 
maneuvering to take advantage of.

Within the United States, the economy has 
been voluntarily shutdown for the stated pur-
pose of preventing the spread of COVID 19, 
and as financial catastrophe looms, domestic 
radicals have been advancing narratives that 
“life will never be the same” in apparent at-
tempt to manage expectations away from 
the aspiration of returning life to normal. As 
though food, shelter, clothing, emergency ser-
vices and national defense fall from the Maoist 
economic gods in the sky, at least one radical 
politician has encouraged Americans never to 
return to work.14 

Ironically, the modelling the U.S. govern-
ment depends on to forecast COVID effects 
have proven to be similarly inaccurate to the 
modelling the U.S. government has depend-
ed on to forecast climate change. And just as 
House Resolution 109 and Senate Resolution 
59, sponsored by Representative Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) and Senator Ed Markey 
(D-MA) alluded to the creation of a totalitarian 
American government without Constitutional 
constraints to implement a range of ques-
tionable climate policies, some of the same 

proponents have articulated new, changing, 
and unrealistic conditions to be met prior to 
terminating quarantine orders and removing 
the shackles from American commerce—our 
nation’s center of gravity. In The Art of War, 
Sun Tzu said, “To fight and conquer in all your 
battles is not supreme excellence; supreme 
excellence consists in breaking the enemy’s 
resistance without fighting. The best victory is 
when the opponent surrenders of its own ac-
cord before there are any actual hostilities ... It 
is best to win without fighting.”

We must listen to Sun Tzu. Whether maneu-
vered into encirclement by the CPC, by do-
mestic radicals or by combinations of adver-
saries, we must be vigilant. Be on the lookout 
for new impediments to the resumption of 
American commerce. Life will, indeed, never 
be the same again if we permit the voluntary, 
mutually beneficial transactions of free mar-
ketplaces to be replaced by central planning 
regardless of how benign the preliminary 
view given appears to be. The President will 
need every American’s support to face down 
these challenges successfully. If he succeeds 
in this, the world succeeds in this. If he fails, 
we fail. If China comes to hold a superior posi-
tion to the United States, is there any reason to 
believe the CPC will treat the citizens of any 
other country with more restraint than the 
Communist Party of China has treated their 
own citizens?     3

BIO
Chris Graham (ChrisGrahamAuthor.com) 
is a former Marine lieutenant colonel, he is 
the editor of Tactics and Preparedness 
and he is the author of the novel Election: 
Unrestricted Warfare about Chinese espi-
onage and influence operations in America. 

NOTES
1. Jackson, David and Sun, Lena H., “Liu’s Deals With Chung: An Intercontinental Puzzle”, Washington Post, 

May 24, 1998  

2. Woodward, Bob and Duffy, Brian, “Chinese Embassy Role In Contributions Probed”, The Washington Post, 

February 13, 1997 

3. La Bella, Charles, La Bella Memo, Introduction, page 14, July 16, 1998

4. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1996_United_States_campaign_finance_controversy

5. La Bella, Charles, La Bella Memo, Introduction, page 14, July 16, 1998

6. Jackson, Brooks and Courson, Paul, “Clinton Defends China Satellite Waiver”. CNN, May 22, 1998 https://

www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/1998/05/22/china.money/

7. Schweizer, Peter, “The Troubling Reason Biden is So Soft on China “New York Post”, May 11, 2019 https://

nypost.com/2019/05/11/the-troubling-reason-why-biden-is-so-soft-on-china/#content-wrapper

8. Weinberger, Sharon and Winter, Jana and De Bourmont, Martin “Suspected SARS virus and flu samples 

found in luggage: FBI report describes China’s ‘biosecurity risk’”, Yahoo News, March 30, 2020https://

news.yahoo.com/suspected-sars-virus-and-flu-found-in-luggage-fbi-report-describes-chinas-biosecuri-

ty-risk-144526820.html

9.  Sonmez, Felicia “Biden says China is ‘not competition for us’”, The Washington Post May 2, 2019https://

www.washingtonpost.com/politics/biden-says-china-is-not-competition-for-us-prompting-pushback-

from-republicans/2019/05/01/4ae4e738-6c68-11e9-a66d-a82d3f3d96d5_story.html

10. Gilsinan, Kathy “How China Deceived the WHO” The Atlantic April 12, 2020 https://www.theatlantic.com/

politics/archive/2020/04/world-health-organization-blame-pandemic-coronavirus/609820/ 

11. Wang, Maya “China: Fighting COVID-19 With Automated Tyranny” The Diplomat April 1, 2020 https://www.

hrw.org/news/2020/04/01/china-fighting-covid-19-automated-tyranny#].

12. Vaughn, Elizabeth  “Knowing the Virus Was Spreading, China Shut Down Domestic Travel to and From 

Wuhan, Did NOT Stop International Flights” RedState April 16, 2020 https://www.redstate.com/elizabeth-

vaughn/2020/04/16/819473/] 

13. Pillsbury, Michael The Hundred Year Marathon  Griffin March 2016 https://www.amazon.com/Hundred-

Year-Marathon-Strategy-Replace-Superpower/dp/1250081343

14. Harper, Jennifer  “Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez Calls For National Work Boycott” Washington Times April 

22, 2020 https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2020/apr/22/rep-alexandria-ocasio-cortez-calls-for-

national-wo/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria_Ocasio-Cortez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexandria_Ocasio-Cortez
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ed_Markey
https://www.amazon.com/Election-Unrestricted-Warfare-Chris-Graham/dp/0692782524
https://www.amazon.com/Election-Unrestricted-Warfare-Chris-Graham/dp/0692782524


NAME OF ARTICLE HERE

TACTICS & PREPAREDNESS  MAY 2020www.tacticsandpreparedness.com20

Whether you are facing the Wuhan Virus and communist oppression, facing the challenges of 
providing for your family or looking for the courage to speak an unpopular truth, there are times when 
each of us can use a little inspiration. Sometimes it helps to put your challenges in perspective. 
Sometimes it’s encouraging to see how selfless human beings can be. This account is the story of 
Dr. Li Wenliang. 

P R O F I L E S  O F  COURAGE

On December 30, 2019 34-year-old Dr. 
Li Wenliang, sent a message to his 
medical-school alumni group warn-

ing that seven patients had been quarantined 
in Wuhan, China after coming down with an 
illness similar to the SARS coronavirus. A few 
days later, Li was called to a police station. The 
police told him that his warning was illegal 
and had “severely disturbed the social order” 
according to the BBC. BBC also reported that 
he was forced to sign a letter saying: “We sol-
emnly warn you: If you keep being stubborn, 
with such impertinence, and continue this il-
legal activity, you will be brought to justice.” 

Reports also allege that the document he was 
forced to sign said he acknowledged he had 
made false statements. 

The doctor reportedly texted the New 
York Times, ““If the officials had disclosed 
information about the epidemic earlier, I 
think it would have been a lot better. There 
should be more openness and transparency.” 
He reportedly told CNN, “When I saw them 
[screenshots of his messages] circulating on-
line, I realized that it was out of my control 
and I would probably be punished.”

By mid-January, Dr. Wenliang was dead. Mul-
tiple reports said he died at Wuhan Central 

Hospital of Coronavirus, but gave conflicting 
dates. Wenliang left a pregnant wife and a 
daughter behind.

People all over the world have respect and 
gratitude for medical professionals attempt-
ing to fight the Wuhan Virus and render aid 
to the suffering. Dr. Li Wenliang further dis-
tinguished himself by communicating freely 
in an attempt to help others while living un-
der a communist regime. Li Wenliang’s life 
and death serves as one more reminder how 
grotesque censorship is and that freedom of 
speech must never be sacrificed.   3

LI WENLIANG

Translation (Wikipedia): Disciplined: 
Li Wenliang; Sex: Male; Birthday: 
October 12, 1986 ID number types and 
numbers: (Redacted) Current address 
(location of residence): (Redacted), 
Wuhan City Workplace: The Central 
Hospital of Wuhan Illegal activities 
(time, location, participants and 
number of participants, problems 
received and outcomes): Posting 
untrue statement “7 confirmed SARS 
cases at Wuhan Hua’nan Fruit and 
Seafood Market” on the WeChat Group 
“Wuhan University Clinical Class 
of 2004” on Dec 30, 2019. [We are] 
now filing an official warning and 
admonitions to you on the illegal 

issue of posting untrue statements on the Internet according to the law. Your behavior 
severely disrupts social order. Your behavior has exceeded the scope permitted by 
the law and violates the relevant provisions of the Public Security Administration 
Punishment Law of the People’s Republic of China, which is an illegal act! The police 
authority hopes that you can cooperate with our work, listen to the admonishment 
by the police officers and stop conducting illegal activities. Are you able to do that? 
Answer: Yes. We hope that you calm down and reflect carefully, and solemnly warn you: 
if you continue to be stubborn without any regret, and carry out illegal activities, you 
will be punished by the law! Do you understand? Answer: Understand. Disciplined: Li 
Wenliang (January 3, 2020). 

“If the officials had disclosed 
information about the epidemic 
earlier, I think it would have been 
a lot better. There should be more 
openness and transparency.”




